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On  June  27th,  Sir  Henry  Page  Croft  drew  attention  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  wanton 
destruction  by  incendiarism  of  the  whole  of  the  Bielsa  district  by  the  43rd  Division  of  the  Barcelona  troops 
before  they  fled  into  France,  and  also  the  massacre  of  civilians  in  Castellon  by  the  Militia  who  tricked 
the  populace  into  the  belief  that  they  were  welcoming  General  Franco's  troops  prior  to  the  entry  of  the 
Nationalist  Army. 

Sir  Henry  invited  the  Government  "  to  protest  "  and  "  express  its  abhorrence  at  such  barbarity  ", 
or  at  least  to  make  immediate  enquiries. 

These  questions  caused  the  Socialists  to  make  a  sustained  attack  upon  the  Member  for  Bournemouth, 
one  Socialist  describing  the  questions  as  "  vile  suggestions  "  ,  Mr.  Gallacher,  the  Communist,  referring 
to  them  as  "  sheer  fabrication  ",  and  Sir  Archibald  Sinclair,  the  Liberal  Leader,  as  "an  outrageous  use 
of  the  Order  Paper  ". 

Sir   Henry  Page  Croft  now  issues  the  following  statement : — 

Very  numerous  questions  have  been  asked  by  Socialists  and  Liberals  about  Spain  during 
the  last  eighteen  months,  when  official  answers  have  proved  there  was  no  shadow  of  foundation 
for  suggestions   made  in  the  questions. 

I  am  in  a  position  to  produce  a  volume  of  evidence  in  support  of  my  main  contentions. 

The  facts  about  Bielsa  have  been  so  widely  reported  in  the  Continental  Press  and  endorsed 
by  British  witnesses  that  there  is  no  need  to  enlarge  upon  this  tragedy.  Suffice  to  say  that  the 
Bielsa  district  and  villages  for  miles  around  were  reduced  to  ashes  by  deliberate  incendiarism. 
One  correspondent,  accompanying  several  journalists  says  "  — Words  cannot  describe  the 
irreparable  ruin." 

"  Le  Jour — Echo  de  Paris,"  sums  up  the  situation  as  follows  (June   17th,   1938) — 

"  When  they  took  refuge  in  France  the  Militiamen  of  the  43rd  Division  left  nothing 
behind  them  but  smoking  ruins.  The  trained  teams  of  Dynamitards  and  Incendiaries 
have  not  left  a  shepherd's  hut.  First,  two  thousand  families  have  seen  their  homes 
pillaged  and  then  burnt.  They  have  not  even  pardoned  them  their  cattle  which  have 
been  stolen  and  led  away  by  the  fugitives.     (Signed)     A.  de  Mussac." 

Anyone  can  go  to  Bielsa  and  prove  the  truth  of  these  statements. 

I  now  come  to  the  far  more  terrible  events  of  Castellon.  The  massacre,  whilst  happjy  not 
so  far  reaching  as  the  first  cables  indicated,  was  one  of  the  most  bestial  and  wanton  in  the  annals 
of  history.  Some  2,000  inhabitants  were  tempted  out  of  their  refuges  and  homes  by  the  pretended 
arrival  of  the  Nationalist  Army  on  the  part  of  Militiamen,  who  then  opened  machine-gun  fire  and 
threw  hand  grenades  on  the  crowd  of  rejoicing  civilians — men,  women  and  children — resulting  in 
the  annihilation  of  over  200,  and  wounding  and  injuring  a  far  larger  number. 

The  following  account  of  the  Correspondent  of  "  La  Liberte  "  at  Castellon  on 
June    17th,    1938,   gives   a   description   which    is   completely   substantiated    by   the    leaders   of  all 

sections  of  society  in  Castellon  : — 

"  When  the  advance  guard  under  Major  Salardon  arrived,  the  population 
began  to  express   its   enthusiasm   for   its  deliverance.     The  occupation  of  the  city   had 
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ABOUT  SPAIN  ? 


1.  It  is  not  a  struggle  between  Fascism  and   Democracy. 

"This  step  (the  appointment  of  Caballero  as  prime  minister)  had  been 
postponed  for  one  week  or  two  because  of  the  possible  reactions  abroad. 
The  Left  abroad  had  taken  the  line  of  representing  the  struggle  in  Spain 
as  one  between  Fascism  and  Parliamentary  Democracy.  The  reason  was 
that  they  wanted  to  gain  as  wide  a  support  for  Spain  as  possible.  For 
weeks  they  could  point  to  the  non-socialist  character  of  the  Spanish 
Government.  Indirectly  the  defence  in  Spain  against  the  rebellious  army 
was  weakened  in  that  way,  during  those  weeks.  Again  we  see  that  it  is 
harmful  to  spread  for  purposes  of  propaganda  statements  known  to  be 
untrue". 

(Dr.  Conze,  a  member  of  the  Labour  Party  and  supporter 
of  the  Valencia  Government,  in  Spain  To-day  p.  148). 


• 


■ 


2.  The  Government  was  not  legally  elected. 

"The  mob  seized  the  ballot  papers,  with  the  result  that  false  returns 
were  sent  in  from  many  places 

"In  certain  provinces  where  the  Opposition  had  been  victorious,  all 
the  mandates  were  annulled  and  candidates  who  were  friendly  to  the 
Popular  Front,  although  they  had  been  beaten,  were  proclaimed  deputies". 

(Niceto  Alcala-Zamora,    President   of  the    Republic   at   the 
time.     From  the  Journal  de  Geneve  January  17th,  1937). 


3.  It  connived  at  Disorder. 

Churches  totally  destroyed 160 

Churches  attacked,  set  on  fire,  and  partially  destroyed    ...  251 

Persons  killed .- 269 

Persons  injured    ..;.... 1287 

Personal  assaults  frustrated  or  the  consequences  of  which  are 

not  recorded  215 

Assaults  on  persons 138 

Assaults  on  persons  attempted  . 23 

Premises  of  political   and   other  associations  destroyed     ...  69 

Premises  attacked ., 312 

"General  Strikes" 113 

Partial  Strikes 228 

Newspaper  offices  destroyed 10 

Newspaper   offices :     attempted    attacks,    actual    attacks,    and 

destruction  of  property  33 

Bombs  exploded 1 46 

Unexploded   bombs  picked   up 78 

(From  the  official  record  of  the  Cortes,  Diario  de  Sesiones, 
June  16th,  1936.  These  events  occurred  between  the  election 
and  June  16th  only). 
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HOW    POPULAR    FRONT    GAINED    POWER 

IN    SPAIN 


PARADOXES    OF    THE    ELECTIONS. 


EX-PRESIDENT'S     COMMENTS. 


i 


By  the  Marques  DEL  MORAL. 


Sir — During  recent  months  a  number 
of  misstatements  have  appeared  in  the 
Press,  to  some  of  which  I  called  attention 
in  my  letter  in  The  Daily  Telegraph 
on  Aug.  21,  dealing  inter  alia  with  the 
question  of  the  Spanish  elections  on 
Feb.    16,    1936. 

The  figures  of  the  voting  at  the  elections 
were  officially  given  by  the  Spanish 
Government  as  : 


Popular  Front 
Parties  of  the  Right 
Centre  


4,356,000 

4,570,000 

340,000 


leaving  a  majority  to  the  Right  of  214,000 
votes,  without  taking  the  Centre  Party 
into  account  on  either  side. 

<-  ■  • 

4       - 

These  figures  were  and  have  been 
accepted  as  official  and  quoted  by  the 
Royal  Institute  of  International  Affairs 
as  authoritative.  Other  figures  have 
since  been  given  out  on  the  authority 
of  the  Madrid  Government  in  a  belated 
endeavour  to  explain  away  the  awk- 
wardness   of    those    above-mentioned. 

!  A  most  important  statement  appeared 
in  the  "Journal  de  Geneve"  on  Jan.  17  by 
Seflor   Alcala    Zamora,   who    for   nearly 


five  years,  until  April  7,  1936,  was 
President  of  the  Republic ;  the  truth  of 
this  cannot  be  minimised  nor  explained 
away. 

UNFAIR   WEAPONS. 

He  commences  by  saying  that  he 
is  "loth  to  speak,  at  this  juncture,  of 
the  inexperience  and  folly  of  my  sons, 
who,  inflamed  by  the  evil  passions  of 
the  men  of  the  Left,  have  been  misled 
into  throwing  themselves  into  the  fur- 
nace of  the  Civil  War.  By  taking  hos- 
tages so  near  and  dear  to  me  the  Valencia 
Government  has  armed  itself  with  unfair 
weapons.  But,  though  reeling  from  the 
blow,  I  have  by  a  determined  effort 
recovered  my  full  liberty — liberty  not 
only  of  thought,  but  of  the  pen  and 
action." 

Seflor  Alcala  Zamora  states  that  for 
the  first  seven  weeks  (Feb.  19  to  April 
7)  as  President  he  retained  the  power 
as  such  free  from  control  by  the  Popular 
Front,  but  when  he  was  dismissed  from 
office  and  during  the  100  days  preceding 
the  outbreak — "Anarchy  no  longer  met 
with  any  obstacle.  The  tactics  of  the 
Popular  Front  were  twofold — in  the 
Cortes  it  was  all-daring  :  in  the  Cabinet 
it  was  weak  though  everready  to  provoke 
trouble." 
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as  authoritative.  Other  figures  have 
since  been  given  out  on  the  authority 
of  the  Madrid  Government  in  a  belated 
endeavour  to  explain  away  the  awk- 
wardness   of    those    above-mentioned. 

.  A  most  important  statement  appeared 
in  the  "Journal  de  Geneve"  on  Jan.  17  by 
Seflor    Alcala    Zamora,    who   for    nearly 


five  years,  until  April  7,  1936,  was 
President  of  the  Republic  ;  the  truth  of 
this  cannot  be  minimised  nor  explained 
away.    . 

UNFAIR   WEAPONS. 

He  commences  by  saying  that  he 
is  "loth  to  speak,  at  this  juncture,  of 
the  inexperience  and  folly  of  my  sons, 
who,  inflamed  by  the  evil  passions  of 
the  men  of  the  Left,  have  been  misled 
into  throwing  themselves  into  the  fur- 
nace of  the  Civil  War.  By  taking  hos- 
tages so  near  and  dear  to  me  the  Valencia 
Government  has  armed  itself  with  unfair 
weapons.  But,  though  reeling  from  the 
blow,  I  have  by  a  determined  effort 
recovered  my  full  liberty — liberty  not 
only  of  thought,  but  of  the  pen  and 
action."  '. 

Sefior  Alcala  Zamora  states  that  for 
the  first  seven  weeks  (Feb.  19  to  April 
7)  as  President  he  retained  the  power 
as  such  free  from  control  by  the  Popular 
Front,  but  when  he  was  dismissed  from 
office  and  during  the  100  days  preceding 
the  outbreak — "Anarchy  no  longer  met 
with  any  obstacle.  The  tactics  of  the 
Popular  Front  were  twofold — in  the 
Cortes  it  was  all-daring  ;  in  the  Cabinet 
it  was  weak  though  everready  to  provoke 
trouble." 
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Notes  by  an  English  Ex*Public  School 
Master  on  the  Spot 


EDUCATION. 


A  Bill,  passed  in  1912,  for  free  Primary  Education,, 
was    never    carried    out.      The    Church,    like    the 
Church  of  England  before  the  passing  of  a  similar 
Bill  in  England,  was  unable  to  cope  with  the  numbers  who  needed" 
Primary  Education,  and  could  only  afford  to  give  it  to  about  500,000 
children.    The  first  act  of  the  Spanish  Republican  Government  was 
to  close  all  the  Church  Schools  and  dismiss  all  the  teachers  because 
they  belonged  to  Religious  Orders.     Thus  was  Spain  left  without . 
teachers,  and  that  by  order  of  the  Government. 

The  clamour  for  neutrality  began  after  the  fall  of 
NEUTRALITY      Irun.    The  main  line  by  rail  and  road  for  sending 

reinforcements  from  France  was  closed.  The 
Nationalists  now  had  the  advantage  as  reinforcements  from  Germany 
and  Italy  came  through  the  Southern  Ports  and  Portugal.  By  air 
and  by  sea  reinforcements  were  sent  from  Bayonne  and  other  ports 
to  Bilbao.  Volunteers  and  war-material  went  through  Perpignan 
to  Barcelona.  This  enabled  M.  Leon  Blum  to  say  quite  truthfully 
that  no  help  was  being  sent  to  Madrid. 

. 

At  the  fall  of  Irun,  hundreds  of  the  so-called, 
REFUGEES  defenders  of  the  place,  after  looting  and  blowing 

up  with  dynamite  the  whole  town,  laden  with  their 
booty,  rushed  across  the  frontier.  They  were  disarmed  and  forwarded 
to  Barcelona  via  Perpignan,  their  arms  being  returned  there.  In  , 
1870,  a  French  Army  Corps  under  General  Bourbaki,  was  driven 
into  Switzerland.  There  they  were  disarmed  and  interned  "  for  the 
duration."  Our  Expeditionary  Force  to  Antwerp  was  driven  into 
Holland  where  the  men  were  interned  for  the  duration.  Compare 
the  different  interpretation  of  "neutrality." 

The  taking  of  civilians,  men  and  women,  as  hostages 
HOSTAGES  has  been  carried  on  wholesale  by  the  Government 

troops  and  the  Anarchists  only.  These  hostages 
were  shot  or  drowned  by  their  captors  whenever  they  met  with  a 
reverse  anywhere.  In  Bilbao  and  Santander,  for  instance,  several 
hundreds  were  brought  out  and  shot,  or  bound  hand  and  foot  and. 
thrown  over  the  cliffs  into  the  sea,  as  retaliation  after  an  air  raid. 


' 


:.      ,         .;:■::,■    .... 


> 


Todayf  the  first  of  October,  the  parliaments  of  Valenci* 
and  Barcelona  were  about  to  reopen  their  sessions.  Vari- 
ous Right  Republican  deputies  had  returned  to  renew 
their  parliamentary  activities,  recognizing  by  their 
presence  the  legitimacy  of  the  Republican  Government. 
The  sinister  Qulepo  de  Llano  had  announced  repeatedly 
over  the  radio  that  the  new  sessions  of  parliament  in 
Valencia  and  Barcelona  would  be  greeted  with  fascist 
salvos  of  honor.  And  actually*  a  few  moments  before  the 
opening  of  the  Barcelona  Parliament,  three  squadrons  of 
aircraft  composed  of  five;  four*  and  two  planes  respec- 
tively, terrifically  bombarded  the  civil  population  of 
the  Catalan  capital. 

The  reopening  of  Parliament  was  not  the  only  event  to- 
day; there  was  also  the  reopening  of  the  primary  schools. 
The  bombs  destroyed  fourteen  buildings  in  the  workers' 
quarter  of  La  Barceloneta,  literally  razing  to  the 
ground  a  school  for  kindergarten  children.  At  the  moment 
of  sending  out  this  Message  the  work  of  searching  the 
debris  has  scarcely  been  begun,  but  so  far  thirty-five 
dead  and  seventy  gravely  injured  have  been  recovered, 
the  majority  of  them  children.  The  sight  is  horrible: 
decapitated  babies,  others  with  their  lungs  hanging 
out ... 

While  Republican  Spain  seeks  the  road  to  peace  by. legal, 
parliamentary  means,  Franco's  fascism,  offers  us  once 
again  the  Dantesque  spectacle  of  the  bodies  of  innocent 
fthildren  terribly  mutilated.  .  . 

Free  Catalunya  and  Republican  Spain  send  out  a  call  to 
the  conscience  of  the  world:  Stop  the  assassins  who  want 
to  reduce  European  civilization  to  blood  and  flames! 
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A  BITTER  struggle  is  now  going  on  before  the 
eyes  of  the  world.  The  first  barricades  against 
Fascist  invasion  in  Spain  have  been  thrown  up  an.i 
HELD.  To  Spaniards,  Lincoln's  question  "whether 
this  or  any  other  nation  can  long  endure  part  slave 
and  part  free"  is  no  longer  an  academic  one.  For 
almost  two  years  they  have  waged  a  fierce  battle  to 
insure  peace,  liberty  and  the  rights  of  democratic 
government  for  themselves.  The  principles  for  which 
they  are  fighting  are  of  vital  importance  to  all  peace- 
loving  peoples.  The  Spanish  people  are  fighting  today 
for  those  democratic  rights  for  which  Americans 
fought  and  won  in  1776. 

We,  the  American  people,  rooted  in  the  democratic 
tradition,  cannot  remain  indifferent  to  the  struggle 
in  Spain.  We  must  not  stand  paralyzed  while  Fascism 
marches  on.  We  have  seen  it  enslave  the  people  of 
Italy  and  Germany,  sweep  over  China,  and  seize  a 
foothold  in  South  America.  The  Spanish  people  are 
demonstrating  now  that  Fascism  can  be  stopped.  It 
is  for  the  democratic  peoples  of  the  world  to  support 
them.  Our  failure  to  do  so  endangers  our  own  free- 
dom and  democracy.  The  fight  against  Fascism  in 
Spain  is  our  fight. 

The  Contending  Forces  in  Spain 

Who  are  the  rebels  in  Spain  today?  They  represent 
the  feudal  aristocracy,  the  corrupt  elements  in  the 
army,  the  monarchists,  the  blind  and  ignorant  clergy. 
They  represent  a  privileged  minority  which  for  cen- 
turies has  kept  the  Spanish  people  in  poverty  and  in 
ignorance  despite  the  abundance  of  natural  wealth 
and  the  rich  culture  of  the  country. 
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A  BITTER  struggle  is  now  going  on  before  the 
■4*  eyes  of  the  world.  The  first  barricades  against 
Fascist  invasion  in  Spain  have  been  thrown  up  and 
HELD.  To  Spaniards,  Lincoln's  question  "whether 
this  or  any  other  nation  can  long  endure  part  slave 
and  part  free"  is  no  longer  an  academic  one.  For 
almost  two  years  they  have  waged  a  fierce  battle  to 
insure  peace,  liberty  and  the  rights  of  democratic 
government  for  themselves.  The  principles  for  which 
they  are  fighting  are  of  vital  importance  to  all  peace- 
loving  peoples.  The  Spanish  people  are  fighting  today 
for  those  democratic  rights  for  which  Americans 
fought  and  won  in  1776.  ~ 

We,  the  American  people,  rooted  in  the  democratic 
tradition,  cannot  remain  indifferent  to  the  struggle 
in  Spain.  We  must  not  stand  paralyzed  while  Fascism 
marches  on.  We  have  seen  it  enslave  the  people  of 
Italy  and  Germany,  sweep  over  China,  and  seize  a 
foothold  in  South  America.  The  Spanish  people  are 
demonstrating  now  that  Fascism  can  be  stopped.  It 
is  for  the  democratic  peoples  of  the  world  to  support 
them.  Our  failure  to  do  so  endangers  our  own  free- 
dom and  democracy.  The  fight  against  Fascism  in 
Spain  is  our  fight. 

The  Contending  Forces  in  Spain 

Who  are  the  rebels  in  Spain  today?  They  represent 
the  feudal  aristocracy,  the  corrupt  elements  in  the 
army,  the  monarchists,  the  blind  and  ignorant  clergy. 
They  represent  a  privileged  minority  which  for  cen- 
turies has  kept  the  Spanish  people  in  poverty  and  in 
ignorance  despite  the  abundance  of  natural  wealth 
and  the  rich  culture  of  the  country. 
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EMAJE  A  ESPAMA  ^ 


Texto  ael  discurso  pronunciado  por  el  Exmo.  Sr. 
D.  Antonio  Jaen  Morente,  Ministro  Plenipotenciario 
de  Espaha  en  Extremo  Oriente  y  Consul  General  en 
Manila,  la  nocne  del  26  de  Septiembre,  en  el  acto  que 
como  Homenaje  a  Espafia,  se  celebro  bajo  los  auspi- 
cios  de  la  intelectualidad  filipina. 
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